Where for art
thou... Rikki?

Thanet actor

gives Bard’s

classic 21st

century feel

Ey JAMIE NMcGINNES

IT WAS only a matter of time...
but Romeo and Juliet have been
brought kicking and screaming
into the 21st century.

The baleony scene 18 now conducted by
text message and the feuding houses of

Montagne and Capulet switched to the
rivalry between comprehensive and gram-

mar ;
The ‘star cross'd lovers' hawve

changed ther name. .. to Rikld and Julie.
The overhaul of the Shakespeare dassic
is the brainchild of Broadstairs actor and
director Rob Bawles, who 15 shooting a ver-
zion of the tragedy on location in Thanet.
He wants his halfhour film to be shown in
achools to give 1 on issues such as
mmﬂm and peer pressurs,
Gone are the subtleties of the Bard's prose

— and m 12 modern-day language and
a role-call of teenagers.

Results

Hannah Prentice and Byan
Abbasi take the title roles and the
masked hall zeene now takes place
on school sports day.

Tyhalt 12 renamed Tommy and
Benvohio becomes Ben, Rikla belonge
to a wealthy family, while Julie 15
from a single-parent housshold.

“The reason | wanted to make
this film is that here’s an example
of how thinge can get out of hand if
youre a bored teenager and the
world doean’t understand wou,” said

EvVan

Mr Rawles, who regularly directs
plays at the Bradstone Mill pub in
Broadstairs,
are tells us to open our
eves and hsten before we jump to
conclusions and before we do some-
thing — and then we won't get hurt”
Ilr Rawles, 46, has beeng:lt'L actor
smes 1978, performung in Weat End
shows and playing the milkmsan in
the BEC TV comedy Keeping up

BATATICES,

e plans to do a similar tale tohis
Romeo and Juliet on Othello next
vear and 13 keen to adapt several
other Shakespeare playe.

MODERN MAN: Rob Rawles (left)
has given Shakespeare’s classic
love story an up-to-date feal
“When the film 1z done it 1= just
inming,” said the fatherof

the beginning,
one. [ want to do ancther 2617

He zaid school departments sudh
azs English, media studies and drama
lezzon= could use the film in lessons

Reworking

He said: “Tve worked very hard on
where this 18 going to go and I'm
extremnely pleased with the resulta”™

A reworlang of Bomeo and Juliet 1=

nothing new. Stage show West Side
Story 12 based on the play while in
1095 film-maker Baz Luhrmann
cast Leonarde di Caprio and Claire
Dianes in the title roles for his Cleear
nominated Bomeo + Julist.
* IWDe of Rikla and Julie (Romeo
and Juliet Teday), copies of the
screenplay and workshops can be
bought from Mr Rawles’ website:
warw. romecinschools.coul.
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